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Summary: Food Loss & Waste in US Supply Chain 
BSR survey USDA data  
 Consumer level Food Loss:  90  B lbs / yr 
 Fertilizer (Million tons) 2.6 
 Land (Million ac) 160 
 Energy (M MWh) 660 
 Water (Trillion gal) 4.5 
National Geographic 
Resource cost 
Fertilizer (lbs) 67 
Energy (kWh) 8,516 
Land (ac) 2.0 
Water (gal) 58,000 
Retail value:   
$ 2,085 
Wasted Food = Wasted Resources & Money! 
$161 billion for retail and consumer food loss (Jean) 
Family of 4: 1164 lb/yr 
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200+ B lbs total 
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Food Recovery & Waste Diversion:  A Glance 
>75% 
41.2 B lbs processing sector (BSR/FWRA) 
1.4 B lbs retail sector (BSR/FWRA)  
42-43 B lbs total 
1-2% 
30 M (Society of St. Andrew) 
700 M processing sector (BSR/FWRA) 
670 M retail sector (BSR/FWRA) 
405 M (Feeding America) 
≈2 B lbs total 
133+ B lbs Edible 
We need to better understand 
consumer food behavior and 
affecting factors.    
We need to characterize food 
waste streams quantitatively.   
We need to set food waste 
reduction target.  
Without in-depth knowledge, we 
can’t work effectively. 
If we don’t measure it, we can’t 
manage it. 
Without target, we won’t get there. 
• Consumer-level food waste is the critical control point. 
• Source reduction (homes, restaurants) is the key. 
• Three critical needs at the national scale: 
Road Ahead 
Engagement! 
THANK YOU! 
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A Long Journey……  
The Last Food Mile……  
